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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 OTTAWA 00082 092258Z 
60 

ACTION EB- 11 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-25 ISO-00 SS-20 SCEM-02 TRSE-00 CAB-09 

CIAE-00 COME-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 RSC-01 FAA-00 PA-04 

PRS-01 USIA-15 NSC-10 L-03 INT-08 DRC-01 /121 W 

056940 

R 092236Z JAN 74 
FM AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2458 

UNCLAS OTTAWA 0082 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRN, CA 

SUBJECT: CIVAIR: FUEL SHORTAGES. 

1. AIR CANADA ANNOUNCED JANUARY 8 MAJOR CUTBACK IN NORTH 
ATLANTIC OPERATIONS, CANCELLATION OF 103 FLIGHTS BETWEEN 
CANADA AND WEST EUROPE FROM JANUARY 15 TO FEBRUARY 14. MAIN 
EUROPEAN POINTS AFFECTED ARE PRESTWICK, LONDON, FRANKFURT 
AND ZURICH. FUEL SHORTAGES IN WEST GERMANY AND U.K. ARE 
BLAMED. CARRIER HAS INDICATED FUEL SAVED DURING THIS LOW 
TRAFFIC PERIOD EXPECTED TO BE AVAILABLE WHEN TRAFFIC BEGINS 
TO INCREASE DURING MARCH. 

2. COMMENT: AIR CANADA'S ACTION DOES NOT APPEAR BASED ON 
PROBLEM PECULIAR TO IT BUT REFLECTS MORE GENERAL CONTRACTION 
OF NORTH ATLANTIC AVIATION UNDERWAY AT PRESENT. DOMESTICALLY, 
CANADIAN CARRIERS NOT ENCOUNTERING ANY SIGNIFICANT PROBLEMS. 
IN FACT, AIR CANADA ADDED SOME 300 EXTRA FLIGHTS DURING 
RECENT HOLIDAY SEASON. HOWEVER, BOTH TRUNK AND REGIONAL 
CARRIERS ARE FILING NEW RATES AND FARES BASED ON INCREASED 
FUEL COSTS. CHARTER OPERATIONS, ESPECIALLY TO US AND 
CARIBBEAN, MAY BE SUBJECTED TO PRICE INCREASES EVEN GREATER 
THAN SCHEDULED FLIGHTS. 
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Document Unique ID: 00 
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Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 
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Handling Restrictions: n/a 
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